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“Look at all my sticks, Daddy!”

to mowing the

As I reflect on that stick-gather-

lawn. The pres-

ing campaign with my children, I

ence of several

am reminded of Jesus’ instructions

pecan

trees

to “store up for yourselves treas-

afforded us the

ures in heaven” rather than on

opportunity to pick up sticks on a earth, since “where your treasure is, there your heart will

regular basis. In order to provide an adequate picture be also.” My young daughter was doing her part to
of our workday, I must mention that kids (perhaps accomplish the task assigned to her by her father.
Hall kids specifically) often compare the amount of

In my role as Executive Director of the Mississippi

work that they are accomplishing with the amount of Baptist Foundation, I have had the unique and wonderwork that someone else is accomplishing.

ful privilege of meeting scores of Mississippi Baptists

Everyone approached the task in earnest. Invariably, whose pattern of Christian stewardship encompasses
however, my kids began comparing their efforts with the every aspect of life. These folks encourage me personally
efforts of their siblings. Alyssa (then 5 1/2 years old) was

as they promote Kingdom ministries with their time, tal-

picking up a few small sticks here-and-there, while Dan ents, and other resources. As such, they are storing up
and Drew were striving to pick up the “biggest and most” heavenly treasures through the sticks that are available to
sticks. Having noticed Alyssa’s progress, Drew stopped them while on earth. This MBF newsletter outlines sevworking and declared matter-of-factly, “Alyssa, you can eral important “sticks” that are available to assist
pick up more than one or two sticks at a time!” His obser- Christians accomplish their estate and stewardship goals
vation and brotherly chastisement didn’t seem to faze

while preparing for the future with a heavenly focus.

Last Will and Testament: An Overlooked Stick
ne very important stick for
storing up heavenly treasures
is a Last Will and Testament.
In a nutshell, a Will is a legal
document that “speaks” for
you after the Lord has called
you heavenward into higher service with
Him. Not only does this document provide
an individual the opportunity to present his
or her wishes, or will, with respect to the
disposition of their possessions such as
guardians, families, children, and charitable
giving also may be addressed.
Unfortunately, however, many people die
without a valid Last Will and Testament.
Some estimates suggest that 70% of the
more than two million Americans who die
annually do not have a Will. In other words,
these individuals failed to get their “ducks
in a row” regarding their estate plans and
philanthropic interests.
When a person dies without a valid
Last Will and Testament, emotional distress and unnecessary expense are among
the host of painful consequences experi-

young children, disadvantaged children,
adult children, and/or grandchildren;
• Minimize estate taxes and other final costs;
• Make specific bequests of tangible property and provide for the disposition of the
remaining assets after all expenses and
bequests have been paid;
• Provide a tangible witness of our faith in
Christ and share hope with others
enced by loved ones. In addition, person- through gifts that support our favorite
al possessions may be subject to distribu- ministries in perpetuity.
tion according to impersonal laws and
statutes. On the other hand, however, the
Since 1943, the Mississippi Baptist
establishment of a Will has several advan- Foundation has assisted individuals
tages. This document permits us to:
with charitable estate planning. If you
need to get your “ducks in a row” by
• Control our lifetime accumulation of protecting your loved ones and includpersonal property by passing these assets ing a charitable component in your Last
to family friends, charity, and ministry;
Will and Testament, please call the
Foundation office at (601) 292-3210.
• Faithfully carry out our responsibility to Remember, when you need a will, it
care for our surviving spouse, parents, is too late to write a will.

Charitable Endowment Trust: A Stick for Outright Gifts
ax and Susan Draughn of Madison recognized the
blessings of setting up an endowment through
an outright gift to the Mississippi Baptist
Foundation. Like many young couples today,
the Draughns are busy. “My husband and I
wanted to make an endowment gift to our church’s preschool
ministry, but we also knew we didn’t have the time to deal with
managing the investment on a day to day basis. That’s where
the Baptist Foundation came in,” said Susan. “With three young
boys, we don’t have lots of free time. Having the professional
planned giving services from the Baptist Foundation was just
what we needed,” she added.
Susan and Max wanted to make a difference in the lives of the
children at Broadmoor Baptist Church in Madison. “As an
accountant, I was comfortable with the people at the Baptist
Foundation. I knew what their investment strategies were and
that they would stay true to them,” said Susan.
Because the Draughns were pleased with the work and ministry of the MBF, they established an additional trust in memory
of Max’s mother. Concerning their experience with the
Foundation, Max and Susan stated, “We’re happy with the performance of our investments and we have a good relationship
with the good people at the Foundation.”
The “stick” of a charitable endowment has afforded hundreds of individuals the opportunity to store up heavenly
treasures through the Mississippi Baptist Foundation. In addition to naming specific Baptist causes as beneficiaries of the

Max, Susan, Case, Owen, and Stephen Draughn

endowment’s earnings, many of these gifts have been offered
as a memorial to a deceased family member.
Baptist causes that could benefit from an endowed trust
include the Baptist Children’s Village, Baptist Colleges, the
Cooperative Program, local churches or associations of
churches, Southern Baptist mission boards, Women’s
Missionary Union, and Southern Baptist seminaries. The
Foundation oversees numerous trust funds that provide scholarships for students attending a Mississippi Baptist college or
Southern Baptist seminary. Please contact the Foundation for
more information about establishing an endowment.

Charitable Remainder Trusts: A Stick for Life-income
olton and Martha Haggan invested themselves in promoting the cause of Christ as Southern Baptist
missionaries and through other Baptist ministries.
Martha served as a missionary nurse to Indonesia for many
years. After they were married, the Haggans had a lengthy and
enriching ministry with the Choctaw Indians in Neshoba
County. Later, Dolton served as a pastor to several churches in
Copiah County. All the while, the Haggans remained true to the
biblical mandate to “make disciples.”
In 2002 Martha and Dolton contacted the Foundation to
learn of ways in which they could continue to answer the call

Dolton and Martha Haggan

to missions as faithful stewards of God’s provisions. They Southern Baptist missions throughout their lives, Dolton and
learned how a Charitable Remainder Trust could serve as Martha named the International Mission Board and the North
another “stick” for storing up treasures in heaven. Thus, they American Mission Board as beneficiaries. Both the Lottie Moon
established the “Dolton and Martha Haggan Charitable Christmas Offering for International Missions and the Annie
Remainder Unitrust.”

Armstrong Easter Offering for North American Missions were

Several specific benefits and blessings resulted from the designated. In addition, the Haggans emphasized mission
Haggans’ exercise in Christian stewardship. First, they received endeavors through the work of Mississippi Baptists by naming
the benefit of a tax deduction for their charitable contribution. the Margaret Lackey Mission Offering for State Missions as a
Second, by establishing a charitable remainder trust, the Haggans third beneficiary.
became eligible for an income stream for life. When the Lord

Numerous stewards have established a charitable remainder

called Dolton to his heavenly home earlier this year, Martha trust with the Mississippi Baptist Foundation as part of their
received comfort and encouragement from the fact that the overall estate and stewardship plan. As you think about prepar“Dolton and Martha Haggan Charitable Remainder Trust” would ing for the future, please contact the Mississippi Baptist
continue to offer a source of income for her in the years ahead.

Foundation for more information about incorporating a

Third, the Haggans received the joy of knowing that the stew- Charitable Remainder Unitrust (CRUT), a Charitable
ardship of their resources would reap eternal dividends

Remainder Annuity Trust (CRAT), or a Charitable Lead Trust as

through the host of Baptist causes presented as beneficiaries of a “stick” for storing up treasures in heaven.
the trust’s residual assets. Having invested themselves in

Charitable Gift Annuity: A Stick for Tax-free Income
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(a portion of which is tax-free), I received a
tax deduction, and we named Baptist

bloom and prosper, while presenting a beau-
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tiful portrait of Christian stewardship for years to come.

Michael and Berneda Wilkinson first contacted the Foundation Although Michael entered eternal glory in August of this year,
in 1999. Although Michael indicated that he “had always known

Berneda continues to receive a regular income stream created

about the Foundation” through reading about it in the Baptist

through an earlier act of Christian stewardship.

BENEFITS OF A CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY ($10,000*)
Age

Gift Amount

Rate

Guaranteed Annual Income

Tax-Free Income

Taxable Income

Charitable Deduction

60
65
70
75
80
85
90

$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000

5.7%
6.0%
6.5%
7.10%
8.00%
9.5%
11.3%

$570
$600
$650
$710
$800
$950
$1,130

$261.63
$299.40
$354.90
$423.16
$516.00
$670.70
$845.24

$308.37
$300.60
$295.10
$286.84
$284.00
$279.30
$284.76

$3,691.10
$4,041.50
$4,353.10
$4,749.20
$5,147.40
$5,439.60
$5,859.40

*These figures are for illustrative purposes only and should not be construed as tax or financial advice. The $10,000 figure is merely
an example. We would be glad to provide additional illustrations based upon your specific age and annuity amount. Calculations for
two lives are also available upon request.

s a father, I strive to teach my three children
the

joys

and

benefits

of

While watching, assisting, and supervising these

work. young lives, I realized that those individuals who stand

Additionally, my goal is to provide before the Lord one day, having lived the Christian life
instruction and opportunities for my kids to grow in

abundantly and completely, will be able to say, “Daddy,

the “grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus look at all my sticks” to which will come the ultimate
Christ.” Hopefully, my efforts will be met with success. response, “Well done thou good and faithful servant!”
- Daniel Hall, Director, MBF

